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On June 7, 2025, President
Donald J. Trump 

 to
strengthen U.S. cybersecurity
by focusing on critical
protections against foreign
cyber threats and enhancing
secure technology practices.

signed an
Executive Order

The order amends problematic
elements of Obama- and Biden-era
Executive Orders (14144 and 13694),
removing measures like digital ID
mandates for illegal aliens that risked
fraud and burdensome software
compliance processes.

It directs federal agencies to advance

secure software development, improve

border gateway security, adopt post-

quantum cryptography, and implement

the latest encryption

protocols.  Additionally, it refocuses AI

cybersecurity e�orts on vulnerability

management rather than censorship,

aiming to address technical challenges

and eliminate fraud while prioritizing

national security.

Background: U.S.
Government
Cybersecurity Strategy
President Trump’s Executive Order (EO)

on June 7, 2025, marks a signi�cant shift

in the U.S. government’s cybersecurity

strategy, emphasizing practical, security-

focused measures over regulatory

burdens and aligning with broader

national security priorities.

To understand its place within the overall

U.S. cybersecurity strategy, let’s

contextualize it within the evolving

landscape of federal cybersecurity e�orts,

key threats, and historical policy

approaches.

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/06/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity-efforts-to-protect-america/
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The U.S. government’s cybersecurity

strategy has evolved over decades to

address growing cyber threats from state

actors (e.g., China, Russia), non-state

actors (e.g., ransomware gangs), and

insider threats. The strategy typically

balances protecting critical infrastructure,

securing federal networks, fostering

private-sector resilience, and countering

adversaries in cyberspace. Key historical

milestones include:

Emphasized foundational policies like

Executive Order 13694 (2015), which

authorized sanctions against

malicious cyber actors. The Obama

administration also introduced the

Cybersecurity National Action Plan

(CNAP) in 2016, focusing on

modernizing federal IT systems,

improving critical infrastructure

security, and promoting multi-factor

authentication.

Obama Era (2009–2017):

Prioritized o�ensive cyber

capabilities, streamlined federal IT

modernization (e.g., EO 13800), and

strengthened critical infrastructure

defenses against foreign adversaries.

The administration also established

the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

Security Agency (CISA) in 2018 to

coordinate national cyber defense.

Trump’s First Term (2017–2021):

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
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 Focused on

regulatory frameworks, zero-trust

architecture (EO 14028), and

addressing supply chain

vulnerabilities post-SolarWinds

(2020). Biden’s EO 14144 (likely a

reference to a 2021–2024 order)

pushed digital identity systems and

software supply chain security, but

critics argued it overemphasized

compliance over practical outcomes.

Biden Era (2021–2025):

The U.S. faces persistent threats, including

ransomware attacks on critical

infrastructure (e.g., Colonial Pipeline,

2021), state-sponsored espionage (e.g.,

Chinese exploitation of Microsoft

Exchange vulnerabilities), and emerging

risks from quantum computing and AI-

driven attacks. The National Cybersecurity

Strategy (2023) under Biden emphasized

resilience, public-private partnerships,

and international cooperation, but

implementation faced challenges due to

regulatory complexity and resource

constraints.

Trump’s 2025 Executive
Order: Key Provisions
and Context
The June 7, 2025, EO re�ects a

recalibration of these e�orts, aligning

cybersecurity with Trump’s broader

“America First” agenda. It amends prior

EOs (13694 and 14144) to address

perceived overreaches and ine�ciencies,

focusing on four core areas:

Amending Prior Policies:

The EO eliminates requirements from

Biden-era policies that mandated digital

IDs for illegal aliens, citing fraud risks. This

aligns with Trump’s immigration

enforcement priorities, framing

cybersecurity as intertwined with border

security.

Removal of Digital ID Mandates for

Non-Citizens:

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
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t

removes burdensome software

compliance processes from previous EOs,

which likely refers to Biden’s EO 14028

requirements for Software Bills of

Materials (SBOMs) and supply chain

audits. Critics argued these increased

costs for private companies without clear

security gains.

Streamlining Software Compliance: I

Secure Software Development:

The EO directs agencies to prioritize

secure software development practices,

likely building on NIST’s Secure Software

Development Framework (SSDF). This

addresses vulnerabilities in software

supply chains, a persistent issue exposed

by incidents like Log4j (2021) and

SolarWinds.

It emphasizes practical implementation

over regulatory mandates, re�ecting

private-sector feedback about compliance

fatigue.

Border Gateway Protocol (BGP)
Security:

BGP, a core internet routing protocol, is

vulnerable to hijacking (e.g., China

Telecom’s 2018 tra�c rerouting). The EO

prioritizes securing BGP, aligning with

CISA’s e�orts to deploy Resource Public

Key Infrastructure (RPKI) and improve

routing trust. This strengthens internet

infrastructure resilience, critical for

national and economic security.

Post-Quantum Cryptography and
Encryption:

The EO mandates adopting post-quantum

cryptography (PQC) and modern

encryption protocols. Quantum

computing advancements threaten

current encryption (e.g., RSA, ECC), with

NIST projecting viable quantum attacks by

the early 2030s. Agencies like NIST and

NSA have been developing PQC standards

since 2016, and this EO accelerates their

adoption across federal systems.

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
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This move positions the U.S. to stay ahead

of adversaries like China, which is heavily

investing in quantum technology. The EO

shifts AI cybersecurity e�orts away from

content moderation and censorship (a

critique of Biden-era policies) toward

vulnerability management. AI-driven tools

can enhance threat detection and patch

prioritization, addressing the growing

complexity of cyber threats.

This aligns with CISA’s AI roadmap (2024)

but reframes AI as a technical tool rather

than a regulatory or social control

mechanism.

Strategic Context and
Implications
The 2025 EO �ts into the U.S.

cybersecurity strategy by prioritizing

actionable, threat-driven measures over

bureaucratic frameworks. It re�ects

several key trends and shifts:

 By linking

cybersecurity to immigration

enforcement (via digital ID removal)

and foreign threats (BGP, PQC), the

EO frames cyber policy as integral to

national sovereignty. This contrasts

with Biden’s emphasis on domestic

resilience and equity-driven cyber

initiatives.

National Security Focus:

Streamlining compliance re�ects

Trump’s deregulation agenda, aiming

to foster innovation while addressing

private-sector complaints about

costly mandates. This could

strengthen public-private

partnerships, a cornerstone of U.S.

cyber strategy since the 2003

National Strategy to Secure

Cyberspace.

Private-Sector Alignment:

The focus on PQC and BGP security

positions the U.S. to counter long-

term threats like quantum

decryption and internet routing

attacks, which are critical for

maintaining global technological

leadership.

Proactive Defense Against

Emerging Threats:

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
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 The

EO implicitly criticizes Obama- and

Biden-era policies for overregulation

and misaligned priorities (e.g.,

censorship via AI). It seeks to reset

the balance toward measurable

security outcomes.

Critique of Prior Approaches:

Challenges and
Criticisms
Accelerating PQC adoption requires

signi�cant investment and coordination

across agencies, which may strain

budgets. BGP security enhancements also

face global adoption challenges, as

routing protocols depend on international

cooperation.

Framing digital ID removal as an

immigration issue may alienate

stakeholders who see identity systems as

critical for cybersecurity (e.g., zero-trust

architectures). Moving away from AI-

driven content moderation could weaken

e�orts to combat misinformation, a

growing cyber-enabled threat, though it

aligns with free speech priorities.

Conclusion
Trump’s 2025 EO reorients U.S.

cybersecurity strategy toward pragmatic,

threat-focused measures, emphasizing

secure technology development,

infrastructure resilience, and protection

against foreign adversaries.

It builds on existing frameworks (e.g.,

NIST, CISA) while dismantling perceived

regulatory excesses from prior

administrations. Within the broader U.S.

cybersecurity strategy, it reinforces

national security as a core driver, aligns

with private-sector needs, and positions

the U.S. to address emerging threats like

quantum computing and AI-driven

attacks. However, its success depends on

e�ective implementation, interagency

coordination, and navigating political

divides in cyber policy.

https://cybercloud.services/trump-reprioritizes-cybersecurity/
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In an era where information
is power, the United States
government’s IT
infrastructure stands as a
critical pillar of national
security, public service, and
economic stability.
Yet, this digital fortress faces an
unrelenting siege from hackers—state-
sponsored adversaries, cybercriminals,
and hacktivists—who seek to exploit its
vulnerabilities for espionage, disruption,
or sabotage.

From the 2015 O�ce of Personnel

Management breach that exposed the

personal data of over 21 million

individuals to the 2020 SolarWinds attack

that in�ltrated multiple federal agencies,

these incidents reveal a sobering truth: no

system is impervious.

Legacy technology, fragmented oversight,

supply chain risks, and a shortage of

cybersecurity talent compound the threat,

leaving critical systems—from defense

networks to public utilities—exposed to

catastrophic breaches. The consequences

are profound, threatening national

security, economic stability, and public

trust.  As emerging technologies like

quantum computing and AI reshape the

battle�eld, the stakes have never been

higher. This is the story of an invisible war

—one we cannot a�ord to lose.

Our  delves into the

evolving landscape of cyber threats to

American government infrastructure,

exploring the tactics of adversaries, the

vulnerabilities they exploit, and the urgent

measures needed to fortify our defenses.

webinar series

Nature of the Threat
Hackers, including state-sponsored actors,

cybercriminals, and hacktivists, target

government IT infrastructure to achieve

various objectives:

https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
https://cybercloud.services/webinars/usagov/
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 Sensitive information,

such as classi�ed documents, citizen

data (e.g., Social Security numbers),

or military intelligence, is a prime

target. For example, the 2015 O�ce

of Personnel Management (OPM)

breach exposed personal data of

over 21 million individuals, attributed

to Chinese state-sponsored hackers.

Data Theft:

 Nation-states like China,

Russia, Iran, and North Korea

conduct cyber espionage to gain

strategic advantages. The 2020

SolarWinds attack, linked to Russia,

compromised multiple federal

agencies by exploiting supply chain

vulnerabilities.

Espionage:

 Ransomware and

distributed denial-of-service (DDoS)

attacks can paralyze government

operations. In 2021, the Colonial

Pipeline ransomware attack (though

not directly government-targeted)

highlighted vulnerabilities in critical

infrastructure, which shares

similarities with government systems.

Disruption:

 Advanced persistent

threats (APTs) could manipulate or

destroy critical systems, such as

those controlling power grids,

defense networks, or �nancial

systems. A hypothetical attack on the

Department of Defense’s SIPRNet

could disrupt military

communications.

Sabotage:

 Hackers

may leak sensitive data to undermine

public trust or in�uence policy, as

seen in the 2016 Democratic

National Committee (DNC) email

hack, attributed to Russian actors.

In�uence Operations:

Vulnerabilities in
Government IT
Infrastructure
Several factors make government systems

susceptible:

https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
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 Many agencies

rely on outdated technology (e.g.,

Windows XP or COBOL-based

systems), which are no longer

supported and lack modern security

patches. A 2019 GAO report noted

that 70% of federal IT systems were

past their end-of-life.

Legacy Systems:

 The

decentralized nature of federal IT,

with over 100 agencies managing

their own systems, leads to

inconsistent security standards. The

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

Security Agency (CISA) struggles to

enforce uniform protocols.

Fragmented Oversight:

 Third-party

vendors, like SolarWinds, introduce

vulnerabilities. The 2020 attack

exploited a compromised software

update, a�ecting agencies like DHS

and Treasury.

Supply Chain Risks:

 Employees or

contractors with access can

inadvertently or deliberately

compromise systems. The Edward

Snowden leaks (2013) exposed NSA

vulnerabilities from within.

Insider Threats:

 Budget

limitations and a shortage of skilled

cybersecurity professionals hinder

robust defenses. The federal

government competes with the

private sector for talent, with 30,000+

un�lled cybersecurity jobs reported

in 2023.

Resource Constraints:

Implications of
Successful Attacks

 Compromised

defense systems could weaken

military readiness or expose strategic

plans.

Economic Impact: Attacks on

�nancial or tax systems (e.g., IRS)

could disrupt revenue collection or

economic stability.

National Security:

 Breaches in

infrastructure like air tra�c control

or emergency services could

endanger lives.

Erosion of Trust: Data leaks or

service disruptions undermine public

con�dence in government

institutions.

Public Safety:

https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
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Current Mitigation
E�orts

 CISA’s Continuous

Diagnostics and Mitigation (CDM)

program monitors federal networks,

while the National Cybersecurity

Protection System (EINSTEIN) detects

intrusions.

CISA Initiatives:

 Agencies

are adopting zero trust models,

requiring continuous veri�cation of

users and devices, as mandated by

Biden’s 2021 Executive Order on

Cybersecurity.

Zero Trust Architecture:

Collaboration with tech �rms

enhances threat intelligence sharing,

though tensions over data privacy

persist.

Public-Private Partnerships:

 Laws like the Federal

Information Security Modernization

Act (FISMA) mandate regular audits,

but compliance gaps remain.

Legislation:

Future Challenges
Hackers pose a multifaceted threat to

American government IT infrastructure,

exploiting outdated systems, supply chain

weaknesses, and human errors.

 Quantum

computing could render current

encryption obsolete, while AI-

powered attacks may exploit

vulnerabilities faster than defenses

can adapt.

Emerging Technologies:

 Escalating

con�icts with adversaries like China

or Russia increase the likelihood of

sophisticated cyberattacks.

Geopolitical Tensions:

 The cybersecurity

skills shortage is projected to

worsen, with a global de�cit of 4

million professionals by 2026.

Workforce Gaps:

https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
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While mitigation e�orts like zero trust and

CISA programs are steps forward, the

scale, sophistication, and persistence of

attacks demand accelerated investment in

modernizing systems, workforce

development, and proactive defense

strategies. Without these, the risk of

catastrophic breaches will grow.

https://cybercloud.services/hacker-threat-to-usa-government/
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