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Prosecuting the Economic Opportunity of
Building National Cybersecurity Industry
Capacity

The Cyber Government
program has a dual focus:
How national scale capacity
can be developed to
protect a country, and
simultaneously, explore
and define the economic
opportunity this presents.

In today’s digital age, cybersecurity
has become a critical aspect of
national security and economic
stability for countries around the
world.

To meet this need governments define
country level initiatives to build national
capacity. For example the UK
Government published a National
Cybersecurity Strategy 2022-2030, and
the USA also has a strategy.

There are top down measures to build
capacity such as legislation - The NCSC
comments here on the announcement
of the new Cyber Security and Resilience
Bill act proclaimed in the Kings Speech,
stating they believe this will be a crucial
step towards a more effective regulatory
regime in the sector.

Bottom up there are specific
procurements being implemented to
augment the detail of these strategies,
such as The Cabinet Office signing a
deal with  Microsoft to  access
intelligence on nation state threats -
and address what the commercial
documents indicate currently represents
a government-wide “capability gap”.
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Cybersecurity
Economic Growth
Strategy: Active Cyber
Defence 2.0

The heart of this series is that the
cybersecurity industry presents
significant economic opportunities for
countries that invest in this sector, that
a two-pronged approach builds an
accelerating positive feedback loop,
where increased commercial success of
the sector further enhances it's capacity
to deliver effective services, and vice
versa.

Recent news from the NCSC offers an
exemplar blueprint and clarion call for
how to prosecute this ideal. As they
announce here they have launched
‘Active Cyber Defence 2.0'.

In short this refers to a model where the
NCSC delivers a certain set of services
directly, and then assures a network of
third-party commercial suppliers to be
providers of the remaining, forming the
total available to customers,
predominately the public sector.

The 2.0’ initiative is a refresh sweep,
where they will review those services
they currently provide directly, with a
view to also divesting them into their
supplier ecosystem, presenting those
companies with an equally refreshed
economic opportunity.

“Active Cyber Defence (ACD) has gained
widespread recognition and been
adopted as a concept by many
countries. Why? Because it effectively
increases national cyber resilience on a
large scale, while imposing significant
costs on adversaries.”
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These innovations present global export
opportunity - For example Singapore is
investing S$110m to grow their
cybersecurity sector. The goal is to
make Singapore the gateway for the
Asia-Pacific cybersecurity  market,
through growing talent and building a
regional research and development
hub.

Sector Innovation
Program

In addition to these specific initiatives
the sector can be developed through a
portfolio of activities, in particular
cultivating startups that bring to market
new innovations and capabilities.

e Growing Demand for Cybersecurity

Services: The increasing frequency
and sophistication of cyber threats
have led to a growing demand for
cybersecurity services. Countries
that develop a strong cybersecurity
industry can capitalize on this
demand by offering services to
businesses, government agencies,
and other organizations.

e Job Creation and Economic Growth:

Investing in cybersecurity
infrastructure and talent can lead
to job creation and economic
growth. By training a skilled
workforce in cybersecurity
practices, a country can attract tech
companies and startups looking for
a secure environment to operate in.

e Attracting Foreign Investment:

Countries with a robust
cybersecurity industry are more
likely to attract foreign investment
from  tech  companies and
cybersecurity firms. This
investment can further stimulate
economic growth and innovation in
the country.
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o Strengthening National Security: A
strong cybersecurity industry is
essential for safeguarding a
country's  critical infrastructure,
sensitive  data, and national
security interests. By investing in
cybersecurity capabilities, a country
can enhance its resilience against
cyber threats and potential attacks.
Promoting Innovation and
Research: The cybersecurity
industry fosters innovation and
research in cutting-edge
technologies such as artificial
intelligence, machine learning, and
blockchain. Countries that support
research and development in
cybersecurity can stay ahead of
emerging threats and technologies.
Collaboration and Partnerships:
Collaboration with other countries,
international organizations, and
private sector entities is crucial for
the success of the cybersecurity
industry. By forming partnerships
and sharing best practices,
countries can collectively address
global cybersecurity challenges.

» Legal Frameworks and Regulations:

Developing robust legal
frameworks and regulations for
cybersecurity is essential for
prosecuting cybercriminals and
ensuring compliance with data
protection laws. Countries that
establish clear guidelines and
enforcement  mechanisms can
create a secure environment for
businesses and individuals.
Investing in Education and Training:
Educating the next generation of
cybersecurity professionals is vital
for the long-term success of the
industry. Countries can invest in
cybersecurity education programs,
training initiatives, and
certifications to build a skilled
workforce capable of addressing
evolving cyber threats.
Cybersecurity Export Opportunities:
Countries with a strong
cybersecurity industry can explore
export opportunities by offering
cybersecurity products and services
to international markets. This can
generate additional revenue
streams and enhance the country’s
reputation as a cybersecurity hub.
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Conclusion

The cybersecurity industry presents a
wealth of economic opportunities for
countries willing to invest in this sector.
By developing a strong cybersecurity
ecosystem, countries can create jobs,
attract investment, strengthen national
security, and drive innovation.
Prosecuting these opportunities
requires a strategic approach that
involves collaboration, education, legal
frameworks, and a commitment to
cybersecurity excellence.
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